Newsletter #3 June 2021 - ‘Share Offer Extended!’
Welcome to our third newsletter. After a herculean effort from everyone who invested in the Community
Share Offer to #SaveTheSilks, which raised an incredible £160,000 the decision was made to extend it to the
end of July to allow more time to raise funds to reach our target of £240,000.
Once we hit this figure the purchase of the pub becomes viable. We are calling for more people to invest
into the community share offer please. If you are already a shareholder member, or in our eyes a Save The
Silks Angel, please lobby others to do the same. Or you’re also very welcome to increase your own
investment.
If you have not supported the share offer to date, please remember this is very likely to be the Silks on the
Downs last chance of survival, and this is your chance to help save it. As the only community asset in the
parish, other than the church, it is really important that we preserve its future by buying the pub on behalf
of the community.
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£160k has been raised - a huge show of commitment
Share offer extended to 31st July 2021
£80K more is needed
Or we will lose our local pub for ever
#SaveTheSilks Angels – encourage more people to
invest
• This is all possible – but only with your support

Asset of Community Value
We recently applied to Wiltshire County Council asking that it recognises the Silks on the Downs as an Asset
of Community Value (ACV). The reason for this is if an asset is listed and then comes up for sale, it allows
communities a period of six months to put together a bid to buy it. This gives communities like ours an
increased chance to save much loved shops, pubs or other local facilities.

For more information and to invest in the #SaveTheSilks Community Share offer visit:
www.savethesilks.org

Community Ownership – a recipe for success

Around 2,000, or one in 20 of Britain’s 40,000 pubs have shut their doors for good in the last year. It’s a
grim prospect not having a vibrant local pub if we are not successful in raising the funds to buy ‘The Silks’.
However, fortunately the good news is that a fightback is happening, with communities like ours coming
together in increasing numbers to save their local and is a growing movement that puts communities,
rather than individuals or corporations in the driving seat.
With 150 pubs currently run by communities across Britain and boasting a 98% success rate, we are very
optimistic that The Silks on the Downs can and will once again become a thriving business owned by its
community, whilst supporting its community.
Read the inspiring story of the Save Our Swan at Gressenhall and The Lowther and how they have recently
been saved by their communities by following this link: shorturl.at/hquAD.

#SaveTheSilks Pop-Up Pub
They say the sun shines on the righteous and following
several days of heavy rain the sun finally graced us with its
presence for our first covid safe Pop-up Pub on a Saturday
evening in May.
It was fantastic to meet and see so many who came and
enjoyed a drink on us as well as delicious pizza from
Pizzariaitaliana2020. We hope it gave everyone the sense of
community that could be achieved and a flavour of how good
the food, beer wine and spirts would taste if we are
collectively successful with Saving the Silks! A big thank you
also must go to the Leach family for generously hosting and
organising this event on their field.

Save the Date - Pop-up #SavetheSilks Summer Party!
Thursday 22nd July from 5pm to 9pm in Ogbourne Maizey. More details soon.
Thank you to everyone who has supported us with time, passion and of course investment, it is very much
appreciated. The #SaveTheSilks Team
W: savethesilks.org Facebook: /savethesilks twitter: /savesilks E: info@savethesilks.org

